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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Area of study 

 Local area geography 
study. 
 
Non-European locality – 
Africa  

Local area geography 
 
 
Contrasting area of the 
UK – seaside  

Rainforests / Geography 
of South America 
 
Deserts 
 
The UK 

Local area geography 
study. 
 
European Geography 
 
Settlement 

Rivers, Mountains and 
Seas 
 
European Settlements 
 
Enough for Everyone 

European Geography  
 
Earthquakes and 
Volcanoes 
 
 
Trade and Economics 
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Children know about 
the similarities and 
differences in relation 
to places.  
 

Name and locate 
some places in their 
locality, the UK and 
wider world. 

Name and locate 
significant places in their 
locality, the UK and wider 
world.  

Name and locate a 
wider range of 
places in their 
locality, the UK and 
wider world. 

Name and locate a 
wider range of 
places in their 
locality, the UK and 
wider world 
including some 
globally significant 
features. 

Name and locate an 
increasing range of 
places in the world 
including globally 
and topically 
significant features 
and events 

Name and locate an 
extensive range of places 
in the world including 
globally and topically 
significant features and 
events. 
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They talk about the 
features of their own 
immediate 
environment and how 
environments might 
vary from one 
another. 

Describe some 
places and features 
using basic 
geographical 
vocabulary 
 
Express their views 
on some features of 
their environment 
e.g. what they do or 
do not like. 

Describe places 
and features using 
simple geographical 
vocabulary. 
 
 
Make observations 
about features that 
give places their 
character. 

Describe places and 
features using simple 
geographical vocabulary. 
 
Make observations 
about features that 
give places their 
character. 

A Use geographical 
language to identify 
and explain some 
aspects of human and 
physical features and 
patterns. 
 
Describe how features 
and places change and 
the links between people 
and 
environments. 

Use geographical 
language to identify and 
explain key aspects of 
human and physical 
features and patterns as 
well as links and 
interactions between 
people, places and 
environments. 
 
Demonstrate 
understanding of how 
and why some features or 
places are similar or 
different and how and 
why they change. 

Recognise patterns 
in human and 
physical features 
and understand 
some of the 
conditions, 
processes or 
changes which 
influence these 
patterns. 
 
 
Explain some links 
and interactions 
between people, 
places and 
environments. 
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 Local area geography 
study. 
 
Non-European locality – 
Africa 

Local area geography 
 
 
Contrasting area of the 
UK – seaside 

Rainforests / Geography 
of South America 
 
Deserts 
 
The UK 

Local area geography 
study. 
 
European Geography 
 
Settlement 

Rivers, Mountains and 
Seas 
 
European Settlements 
 
Enough for Everyone 

European Geography 
 
Earthquakes and 
Volcanoes 
 
 
Trade and Economics 
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Children know about 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to places, 
objects, materials and 
living things 

Ask and answer 
simple geographical 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe some similarities 
and differences when 
studying places and 
features e.g. hot and cold 
places of the world. 

Describe places and 
features using simple 
geographical vocabulary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make observations about 
features that give places 
their character. 

Ask and answer more 
searching geographical 
questions when 
investigating different 
places and environments.  
 
 
 
 
Identify similarities, 
differences and patterns 
when comparing places 
and features. 

Ask and respond to more 
searching geographical 
questions including 
‘how?’ and ‘why?’  
 
 
 
 
 
Identify and describe 
similarities, differences 
and patterns when 
investigating different 
places, environments, and 
people. 

Ask and respond to 
questions that are more 
causal e.g. Why is that 
happening in that place? 
Could it happen here?  
 
 
 
 
Recognise geographical 
issues affecting people in 
different places and 
environments. 

Ask and respond to 
questions that are 
more causal e.g. 
What happened in 
the past to cause 
that? How is it likely 
to change in the 
future? 
 
Make predictions 
and test simple 
hypotheses about 
people, places and 
geographical 
issues. 
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They make observations 
of animals and 
plants and explain why 
some things occur, and 
talk about 
changes. 

Observe and describe 
daily weather patterns. 
 
 Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills when 
studying the geography 
of their school and its 
grounds. 

Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns.  
 
Develop simple fieldwork 
and observational skills 
when studying the 
geography of their school 
and local environment. 

Observe, record, and 
name geographical 
features in their local 
environments. 

Observe, record, and 
explain physical and 
human features of the 
environment. 

Observe, measure, and 
record human and 
physical features using a 
range of methods e.g. 
sketch maps, plans, 
graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

Use a range of numerical 
and quantitative skills to 
analyse, interpret and 
present data collected 
from fieldwork 
observations, 
measurements and 
recordings. 
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  Use a range of sources 
such as simple maps, 
globes, atlases and 
images.  
 
 
 
 
Know that symbols mean 
something on maps. 

Use a range of sources 
such as maps, globes, 
atlases and aerial photos 
to identify features and 
places as well as to 
follow routes.  
 
 
Use simple compass 
directions as well as 
locational and directional 
language when 
describing features and 
routes 

Use a range of sources 
including digital maps, 
atlases, globes and 
satellite images to 
research and present 
geographical information.  
 
 
Use the eight compass 
points and recognise 
some Ordnance Survey 
symbols on maps 

Use a range of sources 
including digital and 
Ordnance Survey maps, 
atlases, globes and 
satellite images to 
research geographical 
information. 
 
Recognise Ordnance 
Survey symbols on maps 
and locate features using 
four-figure grid 
references. 

Use a range of maps and 
other sources of 
geographical information 
and select the most 
appropriate for a task.  
 
 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
difference between 
Ordnance Survey and 
other maps and when it 
is most appropriate to use 
each. 
 

Interpret a wider range of 
geographical information 
and maps including scale, 
projections, thematic, and 
digital maps. 
 
 
Recognise an increasing 
range of Ordnance Survey 
symbols on maps and 
locate features using six-
figure grid references 
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 Local area geography 
study. 
 
Non-European locality – 
Africa 

Local area geography 
 
 
Contrasting area of the 
UK – seaside 

Rainforests / Geography 
of South America 
 
Deserts 
 
The UK 

Local area geography 
study. 
 
European Geography 
 
Settlement 

Rivers, Mountains and 
Seas 
 
European Settlements 
 
Enough for Everyone 

European Geography 
 
Earthquakes and 
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 Use maps and other 
images to talk about 
everyday life e.g. where 
they live, journeys to 
school etc.  
 
 
Draw, speak or write 
about simple 
geographical concepts 
such as what they can 
see where. 

Express views about the 
environment and can 
recognise how people 
sometimes affect the 
environment.  
 
 
Create their own simple 
maps and symbols. 

Express their opinions on 
environmental issues and 
recognise how people can 
affect the environment 
both positively and 
negatively. 
 
 Communicate 
geographical information 
through a range of 
methods including the 
use of ICT. Vocab 

Express their opinions on 
environmental issues and 
recognise that other 
people may think 
differently. 
 
 
Communicate 
geographical information 
through a range of 
methods including digital 
maps, plans, graphs and 
presentations. 

Express and explain their 
opinions on geographical 
and environmental issues 
and recognise why other 
people may think 
differently.  
 
Choose from a range of 
methods e.g. digital 
maps, plans, graphs and 
presentations when 
communicating 
geographical information. 

Develop their views and 
attitudes to critically 
evaluate responses to 
local geographical issues 
or global issues and 
events.  
 
Communicate 
geographical information 
using a wide range of 
methods including 
writing at increasing 
length. 
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town, village, city, 
house, flat, church, 
temple, country-side, 
wood, farm, park, 
street, left, teacher, 
house, right, caretaker, 
bungalow, forwards, 
Head Teacher, school, 
backwards, cleaner, 
church, above, Police 
Officer, zebra crossing, 
under, doctor, traffic 
lights, tunnel, dentist, 
bridge, roundabout, 
map 

near, transport, wind, 
far, lorry, snow, left, bus, 
rain, right, car, hail,  
building, summer, fog, 
plan, winter, wet, globe, 
autumn, dry, journey, 
spring, hot, travel, 
seasons, cold, long, short, 
wide, bungalow, junction, 
narrow, town, village, 
farm. 

England, location, 
Dublin, Scotland, route, 
Equator, Northern 
Ireland, aerial view, 
North Pole, Eire, 
landscape, South Pole, 
Wales, environment, Irish 
Sea, North Sea, South, 
Edinburgh, English 
Channel, east, Cardiff, 
local, west, Belfast, 
distant, semi-detached, 
terraced, address, larger, 
smaller, behind, city, 
desert, ocean, beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, river, 
valley, soil, vegetation, 
seasonal, port, harbour, 
factory. 

settlement, valley, 
mountain, community, 
vegetation, weathering, 
landscape, soil, erosion 
[within weathering], 
relief map, peat, port, 
political, map, loam, 
harbour, cliff, clay, 
factory, ocean, lake, 
office, fieldwork, 
transport [carry], 
industry, sketch diagram, 
compass, North East, 
South East, North West, 
South West, weather, 
climate zone, polar, 
equator, tropical, 
longitude, latitude, 
environment 

greenhouse, valley, 
warm, polytunnel, 
contour, humid, 
intensive, farming, 
height, coastal, arable 
farming, hydroponics, 
evaporation, market, 
gardening, allotment, 
precipitation, mixed 
farming, distribution, 
condensation, organic 
farming, import, 
hemisphere, distance, 
export, productivity, 
scale, native/ indigenous, 
natural resources, grid 
reference, sustainable, 
man-made materials,  
satellite, 
weathering/erosion, 
hemisphere, settlement, 
patterns, natural disaster, 
tropical, inland, ox-bow, 
lake, polar, urban/ rural, 
spring [water], trade 

climate/ weather, flood, 
plain, deposition, climate, 
zones, meander, 
transportation, tributary, 
surface, confluence, 
vegetation,  belts, sea 
level, mouth, river, grid, 
reference, source, delta, 
terrain, products, ox-bow, 
lake, features, industrial,  
grid, reference, contour 
lines, continent, 
landscape, natural, sub-
continent, water,  cycle, 
population, development, 
arid, precipitation, 
irrigation, evaporation, 
condensation, ground, 
water, settlement, 
industry, tourist, 
excursion, scale [maps], 
contours.  

migrate, naturalised, 
Arctic, disperse, 
indigenous, Antarctic, 
sustainability, 
immigrant, renewable, 
natural disaster, survey, 
population, natural 
resources, questionnaire, 
biomes, canopy [trees], 
latitude, vegetation, belts, 
Ordnance Survey, 
longitude, climate zones, 
distance, 
Greenwich/Prime, 
Meridian, conservation, 
scale, Time zone, 
pollution, grid reference, 
Northern hemisphere, 
export, symbols, Southern 
hemisphere, import, 
urban, Tropic of 
Capricorn, tropical, rural, 
Tropic of Cancer, 
equatorial, land use, 
Equator, subterranean, 
congestion, latitude, 
location, pollution, 
longitude, 
minutes[location], 
tectonic plates, 
deforestation, magma 
 

 


