
Matthew 28:1-15  

Jesus Rises from Death 
28 The day after the Sabbath day was the first day of the week. At dawn on the first day, Mary 
Magdalene and another woman named Mary went to look at the tomb. 
2 At that time there was a strong earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven. The 
angel went to the tomb and rolled the stone away from the entrance. Then he sat on the stone. 3 He 
was shining as bright as lightning. His clothes were white as snow. 4 The soldiers guarding the 
tomb were very frightened of the angel. They shook with fear and then became like dead men. 
5 The angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus, the one 
who was killed on the cross. 6 But he is not here. He has risen from death as he said he would. 
Come and see the place where his body was. 7 And go quickly and tell his followers. Say to them: 
‘Jesus has risen from death. He is going into Galilee. He will be there before you. You will see him 
there.’” Then the angel said, “Now I have told you.” 
8 The women left the tomb quickly. They were afraid, but they were also very happy. They ran to 
tell Jesus’ followers what had happened. 9 Suddenly, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings.” The 
women came up to Jesus, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to 
them, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go on to Galilee. They will see me there.” 

The Soldiers Report to the Jewish Leaders 
11 The women went to tell Jesus’ followers. At the same time, some of the soldiers who had been 
guarding the tomb went into the city. They went to tell the leading priests everything that had 
happened. 12 Then the priests met with the Jewish elders and made a plan. They paid the soldiers a 
large amount of money. 13 They said to the soldiers, “Tell the people that Jesus’ followers came 
during the night and stole the body while you were asleep. 14 If the governor hears about this, we 
will satisfy him and save you from trouble.” 15 So the soldiers kept the money and obeyed the 
priests. And that story is still spread among the Jews even today. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mark 16:1-17 

Jesus Rises from Death 
16 The day after the Sabbath day, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought some sweet-smelling spices to put on Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on that day, the first day of 
the week, the women were on their way to the tomb. It was soon after sunrise. 3 They said to each 
other, “There is a large stone covering the entrance of the tomb. Who will move the stone for us?” 
4 Then the women looked and saw that the stone was already moved. The stone was very large, 
but it was moved away from the entrance. 5 The women entered the tomb and saw a young man 
wearing a white robe. He was sitting on the right side, and the women were afraid. 
6 But the man said, “Don’t be afraid. You are looking for Jesus from Nazareth, the one who was 
killed on a cross. He has risen from death. He is not here. Look, here is the place they laid 
him. 7 Now go and tell his followers and Peter, ‘Jesus is going into Galilee. He will be there before 
you. You will see him there as he told you before.’” 
8 The women were confused and shaking with fear. They left the tomb and ran away. They did not 
tell anyone about what happened, because they were afraid.[a] 

Some Followers See Jesus 
9 Jesus rose from death early on the first day of the week. He showed himself first to Mary 
Magdalene. One time in the past, he had forced seven demons to leave Mary. 10 After Mary saw 
Jesus, she went and told his followers. They were very sad and were crying. 11 But Mary told them 
that Jesus was alive. She said that she had seen him, but the followers did not believe her. 
12 Later, Jesus showed himself to two of his followers while they were walking in the country. But 
Jesus did not look the same as before. 13 These followers went back to the others and told them 
what had happened. Again, the followers did not believe them. 

Jesus Talks to the Apostles 
14 Later Jesus showed himself to the 11 followers while they were eating. He criticized them because 
they had little faith. They were stubborn and refused to believe those who had seen him after he 
had risen from death. 
15 Jesus said to the followers, “Go everywhere in the world. Tell the Good News to 
everyone. 16 Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But he who does not believe will be 
judged guilty. 17 And those who believe will be able to do these things as proof: They will use my 
name to force demons out of people. They will speak in languages they never learned. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 24:1-43 

Jesus Rises from Death 
24 Very early on the first day of the week, the women came to the tomb where Jesus’ body was 
laid. They brought the spices they had prepared. 2 They found that the stone had been rolled away 
from the entrance of the tomb. 3 They went in, but they did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, two men in shining clothes suddenly stood beside 
them. 5 The women were very afraid; they bowed their heads to the ground. The men said to the 
women, “Why are you looking for a living person here? This is a place for the dead. 6 Jesus is not 
here. He has risen from death! Do you remember what he said in Galilee? 7 He said that the Son of 
Man must be given to evil men, be killed on a cross, and rise from death on the third day.” 8 Then 
the women remembered what Jesus had said. 
9 The women left the tomb and told all these things to the 11 apostles and the other 
followers. 10 These women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and some 
other women. The women told the apostles everything that had happened at the tomb. 11 But they 
did not believe the women. It sounded like nonsense. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb. He 
looked in, but he saw only the cloth that Jesus’ body had been wrapped in. Peter went away to be 
alone, wondering about what had happened. 

On the Road to Emmaus 
13 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a town named Emmaus. It is about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking about everything that had happened. 15 While they were 
discussing these things, Jesus himself came near and began walking with them. 16 (They were not 
allowed to recognize Jesus.) 17 Then he said, “What are these things you are talking about while 
you walk?” 
The two followers stopped. Their faces were very sad. 18 The one named Cleopas answered, “You 
must be the only one in Jerusalem who does not know what just happened there.” 
19 Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about?” 
The followers said, “It is about Jesus of Nazareth. He was a prophet from God to all the people. He 
said and did many powerful things. 20 Our leaders and the leading priests gave him up to be judged 
and killed. They nailed him to a cross. 21 But we were hoping that he would free the Jews. It is now 
the third day since this happened. 22 And today some women among us told us some amazing 
things. Early this morning they went to the tomb, 23 but they did not find his body there. They 
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels. The angels said that Jesus was alive! 24 So 
some of our group went to the tomb, too. They found it just as the women said, but they did not 
see Jesus.” 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You are foolish and slow to realize what is true. You should believe 
everything the prophets said. 26 They said that the Christ must suffer these things before he enters 
his glory.” 27 Then Jesus began to explain everything that had been written about himself in the 
Scriptures. He started with Moses, and then he talked about what all the prophets had said about 
him. 
28 They came near the town of Emmaus, and Jesus acted as if he did not plan to stop there. 29 But 
they begged him, “Stay with us. It is late; it is almost night.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 Jesus sat down with them and took some bread. He gave thanks for the food and divided it. Then 
he gave it to them. 31 And then, they were allowed to recognize Jesus. But when they saw who he 
was, he disappeared. 32 They said to each other, “When Jesus talked to us on the road, it felt like a 
fire burning in us. It was exciting when he explained the true meaning of the Scriptures.” 
33 So the two followers got up at once and went back to Jerusalem. There they found the 11 apostles 
and others gathered. 34 They were saying, “The Lord really has risen from death! He showed himself 
to Simon.” 



35 Then the two followers told what had happened on the road. They talked about how they 
recognized Jesus when he divided the bread. 

Jesus Appears to His Followers 
36 While the two followers were telling this, Jesus himself stood among those gathered. He said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 
37 They were fearful and terrified. They thought they were seeing a ghost. 38 But Jesus said, “Why 
are you troubled? Why do you doubt what you see? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself! Touch me. You can see that I have a living body; a ghost does not have a body like this.” 
40 After Jesus said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 The followers were amazed and very 
happy. They still could not believe it. Jesus said to them, “Do you have any food here?” 42 They 
gave him a piece of cooked fish. 43 While the followers watched, Jesus took the fish and ate it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John 20:1-21 

Jesus’ Tomb Is Empty 
20 Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. It was still dark. Mary 
saw that the large stone had been moved away from the tomb. 2 So Mary ran to Simon Peter and 
the other follower (the one Jesus loved). Mary said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb. We 
don’t know where they have put him.” 
3 So Peter and the other follower started for the tomb. 4 They were both running, but the other 
follower ran faster than Peter. So the other follower reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down and 
looked in. He saw the strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then following him 
came Simon Peter. He went into the tomb and saw the strips of linen lying there. 7 He also saw the 
cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up and laid in a different place from 
the strips of linen. 8 Then the other follower, who had reached the tomb first, also went in. He saw 
and believed. 9 (These followers did not yet understand from the Scriptures that Jesus must rise 
from death.) 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
10 Then the followers went back home. 11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. While she was 
still crying, she bent down and looked inside the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in white. 
They were sitting where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and one at the feet. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
She answered, “They have taken away my Lord. I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 When 
Mary said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there. But she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 
15 Jesus asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Whom are you looking for?” 
Mary thought he was the gardener. So she said to him, “Did you take him away, sir? Tell me 
where you put him, and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
Mary turned toward Jesus and said in the Jewish language,[a] “Rabboni.” (This means Teacher.) 
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold me. I have not yet gone up to the Father. But go to my brothers 
and tell them this: ‘I am going back to my Father and your Father. I am going back to my God 
and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went and said to the followers, “I saw the Lord!” And she told them what Jesus 
had said to her. 

Jesus Appears to His Followers 
19 It was the first day of the week. That evening Jesus’ followers were together. The doors were 
locked, because they were afraid of the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. He 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. His 
followers were very happy when they saw the Lord. 
21 Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you! As the Father sent me, I now send you.” 
 


